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MHF/CF/M/2021/02 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
(Embargo until 4.15 pm on 3 April 2021) 

  
 

MHF Launches New Awards for the Malay Arts & Heritage Sector 
 
 
SINGAPORE, 3 April 2021 – The Malay Heritage Foundation (MHF) launches the 

Hadiah Warisan and Tunas Warisan awards for the Malay Arts and Heritage Sector.  

These two awards were announced at the fourth Sembang Ilmu Series, a public 

discourse series, fronted by Malay youths, to discuss and reflect on issues related to 

the Malay community. This time round, the session will feature six (6) panelists and 

they will discuss how the arts and humanities play an important role in community 

building.   

 

Hadiah Warisan & Tunas Warisan Awards 

 

Our arts and cultural practitioners and activists are the custodians of our cultural 

heritage and they are the lifeblood that keeps the arts and heritage sector thriving.  

However, the important role that they play in community and nation building is often 

under-rated and overlooked.  This is the perception gap that MHF hopes to change 

by introducing the Hadiah Warisan and Tunas Warisan awards. This is also 

consistent with MHF’s efforts to build capacity and nurture the talent pipeline for the 

next generation of cultural leaders, ambassadors and advocates.  At the same time, 

these awards also encourage research and documentation to deepen our 

understanding and appreciation of our arts and culture that form the backbone of our 

heritage. 

 

The Hadiah Warisan (Heritage Prize), worth $3,500, is a premier award recognising 

the artistic excellence of an arts practitioner or activist as well as his/her contribution 

and commitment towards enriching the practice, discourse and thought leadership 

for the Malay arts and heritage sector. The Tunas Warisan (Special Mention Award), 

worth $2,000 will be awarded to a young arts practitioner or activist, below the age of 

35 years old, whose artistic achievement and commitment have distinguished 
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themselves from their peers and show potential to be the next generation of cultural 

leaders for the Malay arts and heritage sector. Recipients would be encouraged to 

undertake projects that will help fill the existing knowledge gap and/or enhance 

thought leadership for the sector.  Outcomes from these projects will be shared with 

the community via public talks, forums, exhibitions and showcases.  

 

Speaking at the event, Chairman of MHF, Dr Norshahril Saat said that, “With the 

launch of Hadiah Warisan and Tunas Warisan awards, we hope to revive interest in 

Malay heritage. These prize awards also present an opportunity for individuals in the 

arts and cultural sector who are keen in knowledge transfer and motivated in 

encouraging their peers towards achieving par excellence in their respective fields.”  

 

Recipients will be selected from an open nomination process which opens from 3 

April 2021 to 3 July 2021. The award recipient will be announced during the last 

quarter of this financial year.  Details about the award and the nomination process 

can be obtained at https://www.mhf.org.sg/hadiah-warisan. A sharing session will 

also be held on 9 April 2021, at 5.30 pm, via the Zoom platform to share the details 

of the awards and explain the nomination process. Registration is required at this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qk7qGv4wSXaaAbljxo1z-Q, or scan 

this QR code.  

 

 

Corporations, other organisations and members of the public can also support this 

initiative by donating to the Hadiah Warisan Fund (HWF) through Pay Now to UEN: 

199904358R. A minimum of amount of $100 is encouraged and all donations are 

eligible for 2.5% tax deduction.  

https://www.mhf.org.sg/hadiah-warisan
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qk7qGv4wSXaaAbljxo1z-Q
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This information is embargoed until 6.00 pm on 3 April 2021. For inclusion in your 

coverage, please. Thank you.  

 
## End ## 

 
 
 
About the Malay Heritage Foundation 

 

The Malay Heritage Foundation was established on 28 July 1999 to promote and 

safeguard our Malay heritage for all. All its programmes and initiatives are aimed at 

building thought leadership for the heritage of the Malay community in Singapore, 

developing talent and capacity for the arts and heritage sector, promoting awareness 

and fostering social cohesion. Since its inception, it has worked with various 

segments of the Malay and Singapore community, government agencies, 

philanthropists and entrepreneurs to further its cause. 

 

For media queries, please contact: 

Muhammad Fadli Idris 

Asst. General Manager  

Mobile: (65) 8118 3412 

Email: mfadli@mhf.org.sg 
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Annex A – FAQs / Factsheet 
 
 
Q1: Why launch the Hadiah Warisan & Tunas Warisan Awards?  

 

A1: Our arts and cultural practitioners and activists are the custodians of our cultural 

heritage as they ensure that the sector remains vibrant. The key role that they play in 

community and nation building is often under-rated and overlooked. MHF hopes to 

change this perception gap through the launch of these two awards.  

 

This is consistent with our efforts to build capacity and nurture the talent pipeline for 

the next generation of cultural leaders, ambassadors and advocates. It encourages 

research and documentation to deepen our understanding and appreciation of our 

arts and culture that form the backbone of our heritage.  

 

Q2: What exactly is Hadiah Warisan? 

  

A2: Hadiah Warisan (Heritage Prize) is a premier award recognising the artistic 

excellence of an arts practitioner or activist as well as his/her contribution and 

commitment to enriching the practice, discourse and thought leadership for the 

Malay arts and heritage sector.  

 

Each recipient will be presented with a project grant worth $3,500 which supports the 

recipient’s projects (research, exhibition, art installations, musical showcases etc) 

that showcases the works and contribution of cultural icons from the Malay 

community, the arts and cultural practices from the Malay world that are inscribed in 

UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List of Humanity, or any other relevant 

themes/topics. This is to facilitate the transfer of knowledge, fill existing knowledge 

gaps and enhance thought leadership for the Malay arts and heritage sector. 

 

Q3: What about Tunas Warisan? 

 

A3: The Tunas Warisan (Special Mention Award) will be awarded to a young arts 

practitioner or activist, below the age of 35 years old, whose artistic achievement and 
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commitment have distinguished themselves from their peers and show potential to 

be the next generation of cultural leaders for the Malay arts and heritage sector.   

 

It encourages young practitioners and/or activists to continue pursuing excellence in 

the arts and to inspire others. The recipient will be presented with a project grant 

worth $2,000 to continue artistic pursuits and enhance portfolio documentation. 

 

Q4: What are the areas to be considered for these awards?  

 

A4: The awards will be given out to art practitioners and/or activists once every 2 

years (bi-annually) in the following areas: -  

 

(i) Visual Arts 

(ii) Performative Arts (for e.g. dance, theatre, bangsawan, dikir barat)  

(iii) Sculpture and Installations 

(iv) Music (both traditional and contemporary) 

(v) Intangible Cultural Heritage (customs and tradition/adat, culinary 

heritage, arts and craft, etc 

 

Q5: What are the eligibility and selection criteria?   

 

A5: The nomination process involves an open call to the public which opens on 3 

April 2021 and closes at 6.00 pm on 3 July 2021. The nominee for the Hadiah 

Warisan would have their discourse or documentation efforts in the following formats: 

- 

(i) Publications and published works (with relevant ISDN); 
(ii) Videos (short films, documentaries, TV programmes etc) that have been 

broadcasted in local, regional or international platforms, or showcased at 
local, regional or international film festivals.  Favourable mentions, 
nominations and/or winning awards at these platforms would be a plus 
point but not a pre-requisite; 

(iii) These works would have been published between 1 January 2017 and 
31 December 2019, and either be in English or Malay. 
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For the Tunas Warisan award, the eligibility criteria are as follows: - 

(i) An arts practitioner or activist who have been actively contributing in 
the arts and heritage sector for at least 5 years; 

(ii) Aged 35 years and below 
(iii) Show promise and leadership potential 

 

You may choose to nominate someone through this open call process by 

downloading this Nomination Form (please refer to attached) and submit your 

nomination online to the secretariat@mhf.org.sg by 3 July 2021.   After the online 

submission, please arrange for the following documents to be sent to the Malay 

Heritage Foundation (MHF) office, before 5.00 pm 30 July 2021: - 

(i) Printed copy of the Nomination Form, signed by you and your nominee; 
and 

(ii) Two (2) sets of nominee’s portfolios.   
 

The package should be marked as follows: - 

 

Attention: Nomination for Hadiah Warisan and Tunas Warisan 

 

The Malay Heritage Foundation 

85 Sultan Gate 

Singapore 198501 

 

Q6: Who should I contact if I have some questions regarding Hadiah Warisan 

and Tunas Warisan awards?  

 

A6: You may direct your enquiries to secretariat@mhf.org.sg or contact Mr. 

Muhammad Fadli Idris at 6299-5503. 

 

 

 

mailto:secretariat@mhf.org.sg
mailto:secretariat@mhf.org.sg
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Q7: I am interested but still not confident about the submission of nomination 

and want to learn more about portfolio documentation. Will there be a briefing 

session by MHF?  

 

A7: A sharing session, webinar-style, will be organised on 9 April 2021, at 5.30pm for 

those who wish to find out more about Hadiah Warisan and submission of portfolio 

documentation. Mr. Riduan Zailani, who is the recipient of National Arts Council’s 

Young Artist Award (2015) and one of the founders of NADI Singapura, will share his 

experience and best practices for portfolio submission. Those who are interested 

may register at the following link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qk7qGv4wSXaaAbljxo1z-Q. 

 

Q8: Will there be a fund set up for Hadiah Warisan?  

 

A8: The Hadiah Warisan, established in 2021, is a premier award recognising the 

artistic excellence of an arts practitioner or activist as well as his/her contribution and 

commitment to enriching the practice, discourse and thought leadership for the 

Malay arts and heritage sector. The fund, known as the Hadiah Warisan Fund (HWF), 

is set up to support recipients’ of Hadiah Warisan and Tunas Warisan to embark on 

projects that will create a positive impact on Singapore’s arts and cultural 

development, as well as engage the wider community through the public talks, 

workshops, exhibitions, installations, showcases and so on. HWF can also be used 

to enhance the recipient’s portfolio documentation.  

 

Q9: Can I contribute to the Hadiah Warisan Fund?  

 

A9: You too can be part of this movement to nurture our next generation of cultural 

leaders, ambassadors and advocates by donating to this fund.  Your donation will be 

entitled for a 2.5% tax exemption and matched one-for-one by the Cultural Matching 

Fund. You can make an online transfer to our bank DBS Bank Account No: 033-

020835-9 or PayNow to UEN: 199904358R. (Please indicate Hadiah Warisan Fund 

and kindly provide your full name and NRIC/FIN under the Remarks section. This 

information is needed for tax exemption). Alternatively, you may also channel your 

donation via the giving.sg online portal - https://www.giving.sg/the-malay-heritage-

foundation-ltd. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qk7qGv4wSXaaAbljxo1z-Q
https://www.giving.sg/the-malay-heritage-foundation-ltd
https://www.giving.sg/the-malay-heritage-foundation-ltd

