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1. Good morning ladies and gentlemen, to the audience here and those who are watching
online at home. Thank you very much for joining us this morning. This is another session
of the Cendekiawan Lestari Series (CLS) organised by the Malay Heritage Foundation
(MHF). This will be the sixth and final session of the Cendekiawan Lestari Series for 2021.

2. We’re very pleased to have Assoc. Professor Noor Aisha Abdul Rahman, who will be
delivering a lecture on “Reflections on the Singapore Muslim Community: Cultural
Progress and Impediments” today. To date, we have had 5 speakers who have shared their
research and their views on the Malay community. These sessions have showcased
various aspects that are significant to the community. We have covered numerous
grounds including issues that deal with Politics, Sociology, Religion, Language and
Literature.

3. CLS is one of our efforts to safeguard Malay heritage for all. Some of you may be
wondering why we are doing this series. I think that there is a misconception when we
deal with heritage issues. We tend to think of tangible cultural issues such as dances,
artefacts etc. rarely do we talk about intangible aspects of heritage such as intellectual
heritage. This is part of our efforts to fill this gap. To encourage our young and to also
understand the critical issues facing our community. Often when we talk about heritage
issues, we tend to have this perception that we are dealing with matters that are passed
from the older generations to the current generations. At MHF, we look at how we can
pass our heritage today to the future generations. Hence, we conduct these sessions and
document as well as publish these lectures.

4. All of these lectures have been posted on our website. Please visit www.mhf.org.sg to
download the previous papers delivered for CLS. There are also other aspects of
documentation that you can visit. We feature the Suara Belia (Voices of Youth) papers
that were written by our young people reflecting on the issues that deal with heritage and
the Malay community.

5. Apart from CLS, we also have other platforms that cater to a different audience. One of
them is the Sembang Ilmu Series (SIS) where we engage the young people to share their
views on heritage critically and in some of these sessions we encourage them to engage
the senior leaders in the community. Some of the sessions were held on site and some
were held via Zoom. Recordings of these sessions are also made available on our website.

http://www.mhf.org.sg


6. We have a lecture series that started this year conducted by our Vice Chairman, Dr. Azhar
Ibrahim, who is also a lecturer at the Malay Studies department. It is called the Wacana
Warisan Series (WWS) and it is also available online on our website.

7. We also publish and document. We have a publication series and we hope to grow this
series in the future. We have also covered those issues such as Literature, Religion and so
on. Feel free to look at these publications and purchase them.

8. That is a recap of CLS and what we do here at MHF. I will echo Mdm Julina, our General
Manager’s view that we also thank our supporters. Today’s session is organised at Wisma
Geylang Serai. We wish to thank the staff for helping out in making this session possible.
We also wish to thank Yayasan MENDAKI, particularly for this session because this is done
in conjunction with the Raikan Ilmu month and we thank Yayasan MENDAKI for the
support. We also thank our media partners, BERITA Mediacorp as well as Berita Harian for
constantly featuring our series as well as our publications.

9. I will briefly introduce our speaker for this morning, Assoc. Prof. Noor Aisha Abdul
Rahman. She is currently an Associate Professor at the department of Malay Studies. She
was formerly the Head of Department for Malay Studies and is currently Co-Director of
the Social Service Research Centre. Assoc. Prof. Noor Aisha needs no introduction. For
those of you who have graduated from the National University of Singapore (NUS)
particularly in the faculty of Arts and Social Science, you must have taken one of her
modules. Assoc. Prof Noor Aisha’s research area covers Malay Religious Life and she is
particularly an expert on laws and legal matters concerning Malay society. I have been
fortunate to be her student as well. Many of you who have taken her modules would
agree that she is one of the most critical minds and also a very engaging lecturer. We
hope to learn more from her sharing today. So without further ado, I welcome Assoc.
Prof. Noor Aisha to begin her lecture.


